Bible Characters — Rahab 
(Joshua — Chapter 2 & 6) 


Rahab is a notable character in the Bible. This is not because of her profession (prostitution), 
but due to the fact that she realizes her own sinfulness, shortcomings, inadequacy and need for 
God. By God’s grace, as Joshua prepares for and succeeds in conquering the town of Jericho 
(where Rahab lives), the life, actions and events of Rahab are remarkable, in that they display a 
heart fully bent toward God. 


In Joshua 2 we not only see her faith and belief in God Almighty, expressed in her actions — as 
she hides the Israelite spies (Joshua 2:1-7), thereby risking her own life — and particularly, in her 
words: 


“Before the spies went to sleep that night, Rahab went up on the roof to talk with them. ‘I know 
the LORD has given you this land,’ she told them. ‘We are all afraid of you. Everyone in the land 
is living in terror. For we have heard how the LORD made a dry path for you through the Red Sea 
when you left Egypt. And we know what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings east of 
the Jordan River, whose people you completely destroyed. No wonder our hearts have melted 
in fear! No one has the courage to fight after hearing such things. For the LORD your God is the 
supreme God of the heavens above and the earth below.” (Joshua 2:8-11 NLT) 


Here we see that her heart is fully bent towards God, and as she asks for, receives and 
participates in a vow with the spies to protect her, God’s sovereignty is then expressed, since 
the Israelites, indeed spare her and her family (Joshua 6:22-25). Not only that, but she is also 
accepted to live among the Hebrew people, as non-lsraelite, i.e. as a proselyte. This is an early 
indication of the meaning of the Gospel, namely, that all people are invited to come to Jesus, 
with a repentant, humble, surrendered heart and enter into a personal relationship with Him 
(John 3:10-21; Romans 3:29-31; Romans 10:9-13). 


To sum up, Rahab stands out as a person, who places her faith in God, instead of people (not 
fearing Jericho’s leaders for hiding the Israelite spies and also not relying on human strength or 
effort by not placing her confidence in Jericho’s military strength). As such, it is worth noting, 
that she is mentioned in the New Testament, as an example of faith in God (Hebrews 11:31) and 
also mentioned as being a righteous person (James 2:25). Also, Rahab is an ancestor of David 
and Jesus (Matthew 1:5-6). This shows us that through Jesus Christ, in repentance to Him, every 
person can come to Him, as He seeks out and calls those who are lost (Matthew 9:9-13). All 
glory to Him. 
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